ADOPTED – MAY 26, 2020

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR VITAL ELECTION OPERATIONS THROUGH PURCHASE OF CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

RESOLUTION #20 – 211

WHEREAS, in 2018, the voters of Michigan approved Proposal 3 to amend the Michigan Constitution and greatly expanded voting rights, including the option to vote by no-reason absentee ballot; and

WHEREAS, voters voted by mail in 2019 and 2020 by record numbers; and

WHEREAS, the outbreak of COVID-19 is likely to increase the number of voters choosing to vote by mail during the next election and into the future; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Clerk actively encourages every qualified registered voter in Michigan to cast their ballots at every election and supports permanent AV lists as it increases voter participation; and

WHEREAS, local city and township clerks are increasingly choosing to count absentee ballots through Absentee Voter Counting Boards in an effort to boost efficiency and report results on time; and

WHEREAS, high-speed tabulators are critical to the timely processing of ballots in the volume and timeframe that Absentee Voter Counting Boards require; and 

WHEREAS, the County Clerk may be called upon should an equipment failure occur at the local city or township level; and

WHEREAS, the Ingham County Clerk wishes to be prepared to assist the local city and township clerks by having a high-speed tabulator to use in the event of a local tabulator failure; and

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan has entered into a MiDEAL contract with Dominion Voting for the purchase of tabulators. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the use of MiDEAL contract #071B7700117 with Dominion Voting to purchase a high-speed tabulator and any associated software, hardware, and support in an amount not to exceed $95,000.00. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this agreement shall be funded by the Ingham County Clerk’s election supplies line item (101-191000-726010). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary adjustments to the budget.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Chairperson and County Clerk are hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Celentino, Grebner, Koenig, Stivers, Maiville, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  05/19/2020

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Tennis, Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  05/20/2020

